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of patron, in fact. Many a negro has been saved
from the chain gang or the penitentiary because of
such friendly interest, and many have been posi-
tively helped thereby toward good citizenship.
Nevertheless there has been a tendency on the part
of the whites to remain passive, to wait until the
negro asked for help.

Undoubtedly there is now developing in the
South a growing sense of responsibility for the wel-
fare of the negro. The negro quarters of the
towns, so long neglected, are receiving more atten-
tion from the street cleaners; better sidewalks are
being built; and the streets are better lighted.
The sanitary officers are more attentive. The
landowner is building better cabins for his tenants
and is encouraging them to plant gardens and to
raise poultry and pigs. The labor contractor is
providing better quarters, though conditions in
many lumber and construction camps are still de-
plorable. Observant lawyers and judges say that
they see an increasing number of cases in which
juries evidently decide points of doubt in favor of
negro defendants, even where white men are con-
cerned. Socially minded citizens are forcing im-
provement of the disgraceful conditions which have
often prevailed on chain gangs and in prisons. Nor